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RUGBY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

ARMORY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MICROSOFT TEAMS 

 

Mayor LaRocque called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

Council members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call was taken by LaRocque. 

Council Members present: Lotvedt, Nelson, Schneibel, Reinke, Larson, Zachmeier and Brossart.  

Absent was Kraft. 

Also, present were Mayor LaRocque, Chief Bommersbach, Attorney Mickelson Hendrickson (by 

Teams), Student City Council Representative Hurly, Public Works Director Munyer, and Auditor 

Stewart. 

The council considered the agenda.  There was a motion by Nelson to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Second by Larson, all voting yes, motion carried.   

The council considered the May 5, 2025, regular council minutes.  There was a motion by Larson 

to approve the May 5, 2025, regular council minutes as presented.  Second by Brossart, all voting 

yes, motion carried.   

Chief Bommersbach presented the April 2025 Police Report.  He explained that the department 

had 86 calls for service, 76 citations, 10 arrests, 2 vehicle accidents and 13 medical assistance calls 

in the month.   There was a motion by Schneibel to approve the April 2025 Police Department 

report.  Second by Zachmeier, all voting yes, motion carried.  

 

Zachary Broadwell, JDA Executive Director, explained that the AmeriCorps program has been 

terminated.  He explained that the Senate bill he had been following failed.  A job fair was held at 

the high school earlier this month and was well attended.  He noted that a Chalmers Addition lot 

sale fell through.  The JDA sign program application was revised.  There was a motion by Nelson 

to approve the JDA minutes and financials.  Second by Brossart, all voting yes, motion carried.  

 

Buildings: Portfolio Holder Lotvedt reported that the anchors on the diving boards at the pool have 

been redone.  Lotvedt informed the council that the streetlights Otter Tail is replacing will require 

the city to repair the pavement on the streets and the sidewalks.  Lotvedt questioned if Public 

Works will complete or if a contractor should be hired.  LaRocque suggested soliciting bids for 

the concrete work.  Larson and Lotvedt will put together specifications for the concrete work to 

put out for bids. 

 

Lotvedt explained an easement the city has that goes across farmland for the raw water line from 

the wells east of town.  The farmer hooked a manhole while farming.  The easement we have is 

from 1965.  Mickelson Hendrickson asked Lotvedt to provide a copy of the easement for review.  

He will contact the engineer to see what can be done with the manhole.   
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Lotvedt explained that he talked to Chief Bommersbach about the incident at the Armory over the 

weekend.  They discussed the cameras that are in the Armory.  There will be increased walk 

throughs of the Armory to help deter these situations.  They discussed the history of having the 

Armory available to the public.  They discussed potential areas to secure in the future at the Armory 

to cut down on areas that are accessible.   

 

Lotvedt explained that the mobile home park owner has paid Dakota Fence, half down, to order 

the fence he had discussed installing last fall.   

 

Finance: Portfolio Holder Nelson had nothing to report.   

 

Ordinance:   Portfolio Holder Zachmeier will meet with Chief Bommersbach and Mayor LaRocque 

to review the NDCC Traffic Code.   

 

Personnel: Portfolio Holder Schneibel had nothing to report. 

 

Public Safety: Bommersbach explained that speed bumps have been ordered for 9th Ave SW.  

LaRocque requested them for 6th St SW as well.  Nelson has reached out to BNSF regarding the 

train blocking the tracks, especially this summer since the bypass is out of service due to the road 

construction.   

 

Public Works: Portfolio Holder Larson explained the employees have been spending a lot of time 

at the swimming pool.  They will be working on patching streets from the winter water breaks.   

 

Recreation: Portfolio Holder Brossart shared that registration for the baseball program went well.  

Pool registration will take place at the end of the month.  Brossart explained that he had rock put 

down at the ball diamonds, on the roadway, where the soft spots are, to firm up the road.   

 

Library: Portfolio Holder Reinke explained the summer reading program that the library has and 

some new items at the library. 

 

Food Pantry: Hurly explained that the next distribution date is June 16 from 4-6pm.  She explained 

that Gail Heilman had joined the board of directors since Vonnie Degenstein had resigned.   

 

Unfinished Business: none. 

 

The council considered the Planning and Zoning Findings of Fact for a plat filed by Nickolas 

Brossart, located in the extraterritorial zoning.  There was a motion by Larson to approve Outlot 

620 SE1/4 Section 11, Township 156 N, Range 73W.  Second by Lotvedt, all voting yes, motion 

carried.   

 

New Business 

 

The council reviewed correspondence received from Wold Engineering regarding the upgrades to 

the roadway the county is proposing.  This roadway is located south of Highway 2, along the east 

side of Gooseneck Equipment, south one mile, then west one mile over to Highway 3.  Dave 
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Bendarz, Pierce County Commissioner, explained that they intend to build the roadway up and 

pave it.  This will be used as a truck bypass.  He explained that the county received a grant for the 

project.  Bednarz explained that the city would not have a cost for the project.  The council had no 

negative comments or concerns regarding the project.   

 

The council considered a local permit for Pierce County Racing Association.  There was a motion 

by Schneibel to approve the local permit for Pierce County Racing Association.  Second by Nelson, 

all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2025, at 7:00p.m.  

 

There being no further business to transact, or come before the council at this time, LaRocque 

declared the meeting adjourned at 8:01p.m.   

          

 

____________________________      _________________________________ 

Frank LaRocque, Mayor     Attest: Jennifer Stewart, City Auditor 

 


