
 

1 | P a g e  
 

RUGBY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

ARMORY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MICROSOFT TEAMS 

 

Mayor LaRocque called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

Council members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call was taken by LaRocque. 

Council Members present: Lotvedt, Nelson, Larson, Kraft, Zachmeier, and Reinke. 

Absent was Schneibel and Brossart.   

Also, present were Mayor LaRocque, Chief Bommersbach, Attorney Mickelson Hendrickson (by 

Teams), Student City Council Representative Hurly, Public Works Director Munyer, and Auditor 

Stewart. 

The council considered the agenda.  Reinke added ordinance 9.30.50 to the agenda and a local 

permit application was added to the agenda.  There was a motion by Larson to approve the agenda 

as amended.  Second by Zachmeier, all voting yes, motion carried.   

The council considered the June 2, 2025, regular council minutes.  There was a motion by Lotvedt 

to approve the June 2, 2025, regular council minutes as presented.  Second by Nelson, all voting 

yes, motion carried.   

Matthew Schimetz, Special Agent, ND BCI, addressed the council regarding the Northland 

Narcotics Task Force.  Operations began January 1, 2025.  The Task Force Officer began working 

February 2025.  Bottineau County, Pierce County, City of Rugby, Turtle Mountain Tribe have all 

contributed funds to the operations for the year.  Since February, 7 controlled purchases of 

narcotics have taken place.  They have 21 pending cases and 29 total case reports.  Schimetz 

explained how Rugby’s location, to Hwy 2 & Hwy 3, and Amtrak, play a role in the number of 

illegal narcotics that pass through our community and area.  Schimetz explained to the council 

what a controlled purchase is.   

SA Schimetz explained that Rolette County provides office space for the Task Force.  He explained 

that in the future they may need a larger space, but currently they fit where they are at.  Annually 

the funding for the Task Force will need to be solicited.  Schimetz predicts that the funding for the 

next budget will be very similar to the current budget.  Schimetz elaborated on two cases that the 

City of Rugby Police Department and Pierce County Sheriff’s Departments have assisted with.   

7:21pm SA Schimetz left the meeting.   

Chief Bommersbach presented the May 2025 Police Report.  He explained that the department had 

112 calls for service, 66 citations, 7 arrests, 3 vehicle accidents and 11 medical assistance calls in 

the month.   There was a motion by Reinke to approve the May 2025 Police Department report.  

Second by Nelson, all voting yes, motion carried.  

 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

Laurie Odden, CVB Executive Director, addressed the council regarding the North Dakota Travel 

Conference that she attended.  She currently has two part-time individuals working this summer, 

which has been extremely helpful with all the tourists stopping by.  She explained that the 

Monument had been finished.  She is looking for ideas on how to spruce up that area again.   

 

She explained that the flowerpots are hanging downtown on the new light poles.  She commended 

the city on the new flag poles on the light poles downtown.  Odden explained that the CVB/CBB 

is the recipient of an AARP $7,500 grant.  Odden explained that the Smack Dab Motorcycle Run 

will be in town this weekend.  She explained the Painted Piano Project that will be kicking off as 

well as July 17 Crazy Days and July 12 & 13 the annual Chamber Softball Tournament will take 

place.  There was a motion by Larson to approve the CVB report and minutes.  Second by 

Zachmeier, all voting yes, motion carried.     

 

Zachary Broadwell, JDA Executive Director, addressed the council and explained that the row 

home project is moving forward for Chalmer’s Addition.  He explained that the trailer court owners 

are planning to place a new mobile home in the park this year.  Broadwell explained that he 

anticipates three additional Flex-Pace applicants very soon.  He explained that rental housing is 

still a concern in the community.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the JDA Minutes and 

Financials.  Second by Kraft, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Buildings: Portfolio Holder Lotvedt explained that the Otter Tail Power light poles have been 

installed downtown; the city is responsible for patching the concrete along the sidewalk where the 

old poles were removed.  Lotvedt has spoken to Keaton Larson, KDL Construction, who pours 

concrete and has an estimate of $8,400 to complete the repairs.  Lotvedt indicated he had spoken 

to the other two contractors in town who didn’t want to complete the job.   There was a motion by 

Nelson to approve the bid of $8,400 from KDL Construction to repair the concrete where the old 

light poles downtown were removed.  Second by Zachmeier, roll call vote, Lotvedt, Nelson, Kraft, 

Rineke, Zachmeier, all voting yes, Larson abstaining, motion carried.   

 

Lotvedt explained that panic hardware for handicap accessibility will be added to the Armory 

Court Entrance, door #2.  He explained that a ramp will need to be installed by this door first.  He 

explained that the estimate for the ramp is $5,000 to tear out and replace by door #2 and the 

estimate for the ramp for door #1 is $8,400. There was a motion by Lotvedt to hire KDL 

Construction to install a ramp for $5,000 at door #2 and a Handicapped Parking Ramp SE of door 

#1 for $8,400.  Second by Zachmeier, roll call vote, Lotvedt, Nelson, Kraft, Reinke, Zachmeier all 

voting yes, Larson abstaining, motion carried.    

 

Finance: Portfolio Holder Nelson had nothing to report.   

 

Ordinance:   Portfolio Holder Zachmeier explained that at the last meeting the First Readings were 

tabled.  Bommersbach will review specific sections of Title 39 that will be considered for adoption.  

They discussed the possibility of eliminating the Municipal Court.  Mickelson Hendrickson 

explained the process of transferring cases to District Court, where the city would still collect fines 

and fees but would also be responsible for indigent defense fees.  She also outlined the process for 

eliminating the Municipal Court.  All city cases would go to District Court- all fines and fees would 

go to District Court.  They discussed the potential costs of indigent defense should the city transfer 
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their court cases.  If the city passes a resolution to eliminate Municipal Court, the city must wait 

90 days after the resolution before it takes effect.   

 

Personnel: no report. 

 

Public Safety: Chief Bommersbach explained that he is obtaining quotes for tasers and body 

cameras.  Bommersbach explained the ordinance regarding trucks off truck routes and the promise 

to appear requirement.  They discussed amending that ordinance to attach a fine instead of the 

promise to appear requirement.  Ordinance Portfolio Holder Zachmeier will work with 

Bommersbach to rewrite this.   

 

Kraft explained that the speed bumps over on 9th Ave and 6th St have helped slow traffic.  He 

recommends an area near the trailer court and 6th street where the trees should be trimmed back 

from the shoulder of the road.   

 

Public Works: Portfolio Holder Larson explained that they have been filling in potholes and 

pavement cuts with asphalt.  They have been working on trimming trees, and the crack sealing is 

complete.   

 

Library: Portfolio Holder Reinke explained that the passes for the Zoo and Magic City Discovery 

Center the Library has purchased have been well received by patrons.  Nelson added that parking 

spots in front of the library should be reserved for library patrons.  They had a lengthy discussion 

regarding the parking along the library.  There was a motion by Nelson to sign the curb, of 3rd St, 

along the library, 1 hour parking from the library parking lot, east to the corner of 2nd Ave SW.  

Second by Lotvedt, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Food Pantry: Hurly reported that the next distribution is July 21.   

 

Unfinished Business: none. 

 

The council revisited the Community Service Participation. Nelson explained that the Pierce 

County Commission was not ready for discussion following the last meeting.  So, there is no new 

update. 

 

New Business 

 

The council considered the resignation of Ward 4 Council Member Maurus Brossart.  There was 

a motion by Lotvedt to thank Brossart for his participation in the Recreation Portfolio and his work 

at the ball diamonds and swimming pool.  Second by Nelson. Kraft explained that at the last 

meeting he wanted to thank Mr. Brossart for all his work at the ball diamonds. Brossart spent a lot 

of time working on the grounds and has made a difference in the appearance of it.  Kraft 

commented that it has never looked this good. LaRocque called for a vote, all voting yes, motion 

carried.   
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The council considered a Public Comment Policy.  Mickelson Hendrickson explained the policy 

and the legislation required.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to adopt the Public Comment Policy 

effective August 1, 2025.  Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

The council considered Gaming Site Authorizations for the Rugby Jaycees for IC Dubbles, Back 

Roads Bar, and 3rd Street Station.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the Gaming Site 

Authorizations for the Rugby Jaycees, IC Dubbles, Back Roads Bar, and 3rd Street Station.  Second 

by Larson, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

Reinke explained that he has concerns about lawn mowing around town and what the city 

ordinance allows.  Reinke brought attention to the section of the ordinance regarding the 

enforcement delegation.  Reinke suggested that he tag and contact homes that are in violation of 

the grass mowing ordinance.  They had a lengthy discussion regarding the tall grass and weed 

ordinance.  Lotvedt questioned if Reinke would be covered by the city liability insurance.  They 

discussed the difference between public and private property.  They discussed checking with ND 

Insurance Reserve Fund to see if an elected official would be covered while utilizing city 

equipment.   

 

The council considered a Local Permit Application for St. Therese Little Flower Catholic Church.   

There was a motion by Larson to approve the Local Permit Application for St. Therese Little 

Flower Catholic Church. Second by Nelson, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for July 7, 2025, at 7:00p.m.  

 

Kraft explained that the Rugby Fire Auxiliary will be holding a Community Picnic, in celebration 

for 125 years as a department, on July 14 at the fairgrounds Community Building.   

 

There being no further business to transact, or come before the council at this time, LaRocque 

declared the meeting adjourned at 9:00p.m.   

          

 

____________________________      _________________________________ 

Frank LaRocque, Mayor     Attest: Jennifer Stewart, City Auditor 

 


