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RUGBY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

ARMORY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MICROSOFT TEAMS 

 

Mayor LaRocque called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

 

Council members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll call was taken by LaRocque. 

 

Council Members present: Lotvedt, Nelson, Kraft, Schneibel, Reinke, Larson, Zachmeier, and 

Santjer.   

 

Absent was Madeline Hurly, Student Representative.   

 

Also present were Mayor LaRocque, Public Works Director Munyer, Chief of Police 

Bommersbach, Officer Fjellanger, Attorney Mickelson Hendrickson, and Auditor Stewart.  

 

The council considered the agenda.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Second by Nelson, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The council considered the July 16, 2025, meeting minutes.  There was a motion by Larson to 

approve the July 16, 2025, meeting minutes. Second by Zachmeier, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

The bills were reviewed by Schneibel and Kraft.     

 

Bills Paid Since Last Meeting of 07/07/2025: $240,870.47 

25611 Aqua-Pure Inc $4,537.50 

25612 BSN Sports LLC $3,840.30 

25613 Coffee Cottage $37.07 

25614 Convention & Visitors Bureau $1,526.32 

25615 Convention & Visitors Bureau $5,021.62 

25616 David A. Schneibel, Jr. $382.00 

25617 EcoLab $182.49 

25618 Envision$958.66 

25619 First District Health Unit $90.00 

25620 Heart of America Medical Center $1,837.00 

25621 Information Technology Dept $148.40 

25622 Jeremy Johnston $150.00 

25623 JLP Inc $250.67 

e-ck JP Morgan Chase Bank NA $4,633.46 

25624 Minot Daily News $438.01 

25625 ND Dept of Health - Chemistry $20.39 

25626 ND One Call Concepts $43.50 

25627 Otter Tail Power Company $13,035.25 

25628 Petty Cash $82.09 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

25629 Power Plan $1,571.92 

25630 Rebecca Jordan $170.00 

25631 Recreation Supply Co $524.84 

25632 Rugby Fire Dept $11,692.46 

25633 Rugby Job Authority $27,244.78 

25634 State Tax Commissioner $136.55 

25635 Wellabe $152.75 

e-ck Wex Bank $982.58 

ACH Payroll Checks $94,539.31 

ACH Social Security $14,226.56  

ACH Medicare Taxes $3,327.28  

ACH Payroll Taxes $7,431.31 

25636 AFLAC $430.38 

25637 AFLAC $1,029.89 

ACH NDPERS $800.00 

ACH NDPERS $10,362.11 

ACH Sanford Health / NDPERS $26,863.02 

ACH ND State Disbursement $1,383.00 

ACH California State Disbursement $787.00 

Bills To Be Approved at 08/04/25 Meeting: $86,144.24 

25638 American Welding & Gas $70.86  

25639 BDS Electric Inc $4,941.59  

25640 Brad's Towing & Auto Svc $527.00  

25641 Circle Sanitation $20,551.25  

25642 CNH Industrial Accounts $423.16  

25643 Core & Main LP $5,004.78  

25644 Dakota Fire Extinguishers $103.56  

25645 David A Schneibel Jr $702.00  

25646 David Jaeger $1,300.00  

25647 First District Health Unit $105.00  

25648 Hartley's School Buses $8,499.38  

25649 Hawkins Inc $3,127.03  

25650 Jeccica Fjellanger $300.00  

25651 Jeremy Johnston $100.00  

25652 Jeremy Monroe $656.25  

25653 KDL Construction LLC $11,160.00  

25654 Leevers Foods  $400.85  

25655 Locators & Supplies, Inc $1,794.50  

25656 M. J. McGuire, Co $474.16  

25657 MARC  $2,020.67  

25658 NDDOT $2,705.78  

25659 Newman Signs $1,748.59  

25660 Pierce County Auditor $3,672.92  

25661 Rebecca Jordan $170.00  

25662 Robert Spallinger $1,280.00  

25663 Rugby Broadcasters Inc $126.00  
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25664 Rugby Hardware Hank $3,111.43  

25665 Rugby Ins Agency $69.00  

25666 Rugby Lumber, Inc. $5,431.00  

25667 Rugby Service Center $1,911.18  

25668 Rugby Welding & Machine $162.00  

25669 Running Supply Inc $710.11  

25670 Schaan Oil Co  $198.11  

25671 Scott Bommersbach $300.00  

25672 Travis Risovi $225.00  

25673 Tucker Volk $50.00  

25674 Verizon Wireless $679.83  

25675 Yvonne Hagen $1,331.25 

 

The council considered the monthly bills.  There was a motion by Kraft to approve the monthly 

bills, less the KDL Construction bill.   Second by Schneibel, roll call vote, all voting yes, motion 

carried.  There was a motion by Schneibel to approve the KDL Construction bill.  Second by 

Lotvedt, roll call vote, Santjer-yes, Zachmeier-yes, Larson-abstain, Reinke-yes, Schneibel-yes, 

Kraft-yes, Nelson-yes, and Lotvedt-yes, motion carried.   

 

The council considered the monthly financials that included the cash report, expenditures vs. 

budget, and revenues vs. budget.  They also reviewed the Bremer year-to-date interest.  There 

was a motion by Nelson to approve the financials as presented.  Second by Reinke, roll call vote, 

all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The council considered the July Municipal Court Report. There was a motion by Kraft to 

approve the July Municipal Court Report as presented.  Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion 

carried.   

 

Portfolio Reports 

          

Buildings/Property: Portfolio Holder Lotvedt explained that the high school may need to replace 

their gymnasium floor, which will create increased use of the Armory.  The swimming pool 

lights have been replaced.  Lotvedt expressed his concern about the Highway 3 DOT project 

finishing on schedule.   

 

Finance: Portfolio Holder Nelson had nothing to report. 

 

Ordinance: Portfolio Holder Zachmeier had nothing to report. 

 

Personnel: Portfolio Holder Schneibel had nothing to report. 

 

Public Safety: Portfolio Holder Kraft explained that the new officer is slated to begin October 1.  

Bommersbach explained that the Task Force Officer resigned and that position is also open.  

Nelson questioned if the library signage that was discussed previously was still in the works.  

Munyer explained that they will obtain signage and put it up once they receive it.   
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Public Works:   Portfolio Holder Larson explained that the employees have been working on tree 

removal, working on sewers, fixing curbs and changing out old street signs.   

 

Recreation:   Portfolio Holder Santjer explained that the High School baseball program has 

approached him to purchase a pitching machine, jointly, to be shared with the Babe Ruth 

program.  The city obligation would be $1,200 and the school would pay $1,500; estimate of cost 

is $2,700.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve $1,200 toward a jointly owned pitching 

machine.  Second by Santjer, roll call vote, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Attorney Mickelson Hendrickson will draft a document to explain the shared piece of equipment. 

 

Santjer brought forward concerns with the agri-lime that was utilized on Diamond 3.  They 

discussed the type of material that is on the diamond and possible solutions.   

 

Library Board: Reinke explained the reading programs that the Heart of America Public Library 

has offered this summer and the participation statistics that were the result of those programs.  

They are beginning their “Back to School Supply” drive.  Reinke explained the Jaycees 

participation to provide wristbands to the successful readers for the Pierce County Fair carnival 

rides.  There was a motion by Reinke to send a formal letter to the Jaycees for their contribution 

to the community.  Second by Nelson, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Unfinished Business 

 

The council reviewed the 2026 Preliminary City Budget.  Stewart explained the total levy, state 

mandated 3% levy cap, expenditures, revenues, salaries, and department requests to the council.  

The public budget hearing will be held on September 17, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Armory 

Council Chamber.  There was a motion by Nelson to approve the 2026 Preliminary Budget as 

presented.  Second by Reinke, roll call vote, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Munyer explained the pictures he provided to the council from the Pipe Detectives camera 

project that was done a few years ago.  He explained the 4th St W sewer line that is 15-inches on 

both the east and west sides of a 10-inch line portion.  While working on the Highway 3 DOT 

project, it was noticed that the sewer line that was connected to was no longer perfectly circular, 

but somewhat flattened.  There was a motion by Larson to reach out to Interstate Engineering to 

determine what should be done or could be done with this line in the future.  Second by Lotvedt, 

all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

The council conducted the second reading of Ordinance 464 – Hours and places where parking is 

limited.  There was a motion by Zachmeier to approve the second reading of Ordinance 464.  

Second by Larson, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

The council conducted the first reading of Ordinance 465 – Moving Offenses.  There was a 

motion by Zachmeier to approve the first reading of Ordinance 465.  Second by Kraft, all voting 

yes, motion carried.   
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The council conducted the first reading of the Ordinance 466 – Annual Appropriations.  There 

was a motion by Schneibel to approve the first reading of Ordinance 466.  Second by Santjer, all 

voting yes, motion carried.   

 

New Business 

 

Chief Bommersbach and Officer Fjellanger presented the council with information to consider 

the addition of a K-9 Officer to the Rugby Police Department.  They presented information 

regarding a Labrador to utilize for narcotics as well as tracking (people, items, etc.)  This would 

not be an apprehension animal.   

 

Fjellanger gave examples of tracking in the community that the officer could be utilized for.  She 

also gave examples of how the officer would assist with narcotics.  From traffic stops to Amtrak, 

community policing and visiting local schools.   

 

Fjellanger explained that the cost to obtain an officer would be $10,500.  Departments are 

eligible to apply for a grant that would reimburse $7,500 towards that cost.  The animal purchase 

includes a kennel for the animal as well.  Fjellanger estimated $6,000 for the vehicle cage, $600 

per year for food, approximately $500 increase in city insurance and approximately $1,000 in 

veterinary costs.  The breeder in Minnesota that was contacted also conducts the training with the 

animals and handlers.  She explained that the breeder is former military and the individuals that 

conduct the training are former military and or former K-9 handlers.  Fjellanger explained that if 

she was out of town, the K-9 would be taken care of by Chief Bommersbach or Officer Lafferty.   

 

LaRocque explained his uncertainty of the necessity of a K-9 Officer.   

 

Bommersbach explained that Officer Fjellanger wanted to specialize in something and is 

interested in K-9 handling.   

 

Lotvedt and Nelson agreed that a K-9 that would identify fentanyl and similar drugs would be 

beneficial to the community. 

 

Bommersbach explained a search that a K-9 had assisted with, which found items that the 

perpetrator had disposed of when they ran from law enforcement.   

 

Zachmeier agreed with LaRocque as to the lack of need for a K-9.   

 

Bommersbach explained that a K-9’s duty expectancy is 5-7 years.  He is confident that if the 

city secured a K-9 Officer, the community would donate annually.  

 

Schneibel explained that a policy for assisting other agencies should be drafted to ensure that the 

city would not be without a city officer should the K-9 be assisting elsewhere.   

 

Dave Bednarz, city resident, addressed the council regarding the judgement that was filed in 

2021 between the city and Larry and Margaret Vetsch.  The property in question was to be 

cleaned up and has not been.  Bednarz asked to have the city enforce the judgement.  He 
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explained that the property looks like a junk yard and city ordinance does not allow for a junk 

yard.  It was determined that the city would move forward with enforcement of this judgement.   

 

The Rolette County Historical Society had requested a letter of support from the City of Rugby 

for their Round Barn, RV Project.  There was a motion by Zachmeier to approve a letter of 

support for the Rolette County Historical Society.  Second by Lotvedt, all voting yes, motion 

carried.   

 

The council considered an application for local permit for the Prairie Village Museum.  There 

was a motion by Nelson to approve the local permit application for the Prairie Village Museum.  

Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion carried. 

 

They reviewed and considered a local permit for the Daryl Kuhnhenn Memorial Ride.  There 

was a motion by Larson to approve the local permit application for the Daryl Kuhnhenn 

Memorial Ride.  Second by Schneibel, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 20, 2025- 7:00pm.  

 

There being no further business to transact or come before the council at this time, LaRocque 

declared the meeting adjourned at 9:47p.m.   

 

 

         

___________________________   Attest: ___________________________ 

Frank LaRocque, Mayor     Jennifer Stewart, City Auditor 

 

 


